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ADVOCACY STATEMENT
Protecting and Advancing the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Issued on the occasion of the International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples, 9 August
Every year on 9 August, the world marks the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, commemorating the first session of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations in 1982. This year,  CHARM  joins Indigenous peoples, movements and allies across the globe to reaffirm that Indigenous rights are human rights – and to call on states, businesses and multilateral institutions to close the persistent gap between international commitments and lived reality on the ground.
From the fruit gatherers and hunters of Africa to the pastoralists of East, Central, and West Africa Africa, from the Amazon to the Arctic, Indigenous peoples continue to be dispossessed of ancestral lands, criminalised for defending their territories, and killed for protecting the environment. CHARM calls for urgent, concrete action across three interlinked priorities: land rights, the protection of human rights defenders, and the safety of environmental activists.
1. LAND AND TERRITORIAL RIGHTS
Secure, collective land tenure is the foundation of Indigenous peoples’ cultural survival, recognition, land protection, and economic wellbeing. Yet conservation-driven evictions, extractive projects and “green grabbing” continue to displace communities without free, prior and informed consent (FPIC), often in the name of development or conservation.
· Ratify and domesticate ILO Convention No. 169 and fully implement UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), including legal recognition of customary and collective land tenure.
· Enforce FPIC as a binding, not consultative, standard for all projects – conservation  infrastructure, extractive or agricultural – affecting Indigenous territories.
· Implement African Court and Commission jurisprudence in full, including the Ogiek and Endorois decisions, with time-bound restitution and compensation plans.
· Establish independent grievance and land-restitution mechanisms accessible to Indigenous communities without cost or legal barriers.
2. PROTECTION OF INDIGENOUS HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
Indigenous defenders who assert land and cultural rights face surveillance, judicial harassment, arbitrary arrest, and violence – frequently with impunity for perpetrators, including state and corporate actors.
· Investigate and prosecute all attacks, threats and killings of Indigenous human rights defenders, ending cycles of impunity.
· Repeal or reform laws used to criminalise land defence, protest and customary resource use, including anti-terrorism and public-order statutes misapplied to Indigenous communities.
· Provide accessible, culturally appropriate protection mechanisms, including emergency relocation, legal aid and psychosocial support, developed with defenders themselves.
· Guarantee civic space – the freedoms of association, peaceful assembly and expression – for Indigenous peoples’ organisations and representative institutions.
3. ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS AND CLIMATE JUSTICE
Indigenous peoples steward an outsized share of the world’s remaining biodiversity, yet environmental defenders – disproportionately Indigenous – remain among the most targeted human rights defenders globally, especially where extractive and agribusiness interests intersect with weak state protection.
· Recognise Indigenous peoples as rights-holders and decision-makers – not merely stakeholders – in climate, biodiversity and conservation policy, including COP and CBD processes.
· Mandate binding human rights and environmental due diligence for businesses operating on or near Indigenous lands, with enforceable remedy for harm.
· Channel a fair share of climate finance directly to Indigenous-led land management and conservation initiatives.
· Ensure the UN Special Rapporteurs on human rights defenders and on human rights and the environment, and the open-ended intergovernmental working group (OEIGWG) binding treaty process, integrate strong Indigenous-specific safeguards.
OUR CALL TO ACTION
CHARM urges UN member states, the African Union and its human rights mechanisms, regional economic communities, national human rights institutions, businesses and civil society allies to translate international standards into enforceable domestic protections. Respecting Indigenous peoples’ rights to land, self-determination and a safe environment is not optional – it is a legal obligation and a moral imperative.
CHARM stands in solidarity with Indigenous peoples and defenders worldwide and reaffirms its commitment to supporting their struggles for justice, dignity and self-determination.
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